Thai alphabet (8nu5lnsg)

Origin

The Thai alphabet was probably derived from, or at least influenced by,
the Old Khmer alphabet. According to tradition it was created in 1283 by
King Ramkhamhaeng (Wa2usNALINTITY).

Notable features
e This is a syllabic alphabet consisting of 44 basic consonants, each
with an inherent vowel: [0] in medial position and [a] in final
position. The [a] is usually found in words of Sanskrit, Pali or
Khmer origin while the [0] is found native Thai words. The 18 other
vowels and 6 diphthongs are indicated using diacritics which appear
in front of, above, below of after the consonants they modify.

e 8 of the letters are used only for writing words of Pali and Sanskrit
origin.

e For some consonants there are multiple letters. Originally they
represented separate sounds, but over the years the distinction
between those sounds was lost and the letters were used instead to
indicate tones.

e Thaiis a tonal language with 5 tones. The tone of a syllable is
determined by a combination of the class of consonant, the type of
syllable (open or closed), the tone marker and the length of the
vowel.

e There are no spaces between words, instead spaces in a Thai text
indicate the end of a clause or sentence.

Used to write
Thai (nnwlna), a Tai-Kadai language spoken by about 25 million people

in Thailand (Uszwnelng), the Midway Islands, Singapore, the UAE and the
USA

Thai alphabet (628nuslna)

Consonants (Wszuz)

Consonants are divided into three classes: 1 (green), 2 (red) and 3
(blue), which help to determine the tone of a syllable. The sounds
represented by some consonants change when they are used at the end
of a syllable (indicated by the letters on the right of the slash below).
Some consonants can only be used at the beginning of a syllable.



letter
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name & meaning

ko kai (chicken)
kho khai (299)

kho khuat (oottle)

kho khwai
(wester buffalo)

kho khon (person)

kho raschang (bel)

nao ngu (shake)

cho chan (plate)

cho ching (cymbsais)

cho chang (elephant)

£0 20 (chain)

cho choe (hush)

YO ¥ing (woman)

do cha-ga l"w{eSS)

to padak (goad)

tho sandhan (base)

tho nangmon<dho
(dancer)

tho phdhao
(@ person)

no nen (hovice monk)

co dek (chid)
totao (urlle)

tho thung (sack)

transiterstion

kik [ k% ]
khik [ kMK ]
khik [ kMK ]
khak [ kMK ]
khak [ kMK ]
khik [ kK )
ng/ng [ n/n ]
ch/t (%)
chi- [ teh-]
chit [ teht ]
s/t [sit]
chi- [ teh-]
ymjm]
d/t [ it )
vrut]
thit [t ]
thit [t ]
thit [t ]
n/n[nn]
d/t [ dit )
t[tt)

thit [ 4]

letter

025 2 8 32309992 9vypo ey eEE 2@

0

name & meaning

Y1 VIS thothahan (soldier)

5 6V
U Uy

U o'y
U ian
L Bk
Weh
WL
w Wy

A &M
Py

& Emd
%1352
ams

7 WU

¢ #an
CRIRIT
SEGH
U iy
W
2 M

g ungn

tho thong (lag)
o nu (mouse)

bo baina (ean
po pla (ish)

pho phuena (hee)
fo fa (i)

pho phan (ray)

fo fan (esth)

pho sam-phao
(saiboat)

mo ma (horse)

yo yak (ogre)

ro ruea (oat)

lo ling (monkey)

wo waen (rng)

S0 =ala (paviion)

S0 rue-s l}'l‘:!mt]

30 suea (Naer)

ho hio (chest)

lo chula (kite)

o ang (hasin)

ho nok4rd (o)

transiteration

tht [t4)
tht [ 1]
n/n [ n/n )
b/p [b/p ]
PR Lpp)
phi= [ ph-]
ft- [ -]
phip [p*p ]
p [T/p)
phép [p*p ]
mém [ mém ]
¥y 1]
wn [ 1/n)
n[un]
WA [ WA ]
sit [ sit)
sht[sit]
st [sht)
hi- [ hi-)
In [n]
[?+]

hi- [ hi- 1

The consonants in the final row are compounds used as alternatives to
the basic consonants.

The letter o0 ang acts as a silent vowel carrier at the beginning of words
that start with a vowel.

Vowel diacritics (5uds2)



—_— <3 —2

8- 99 @ @ @a 8 a a la: 12

o a i i ue e u u - =
[a7] [a] [i] (] [w] [we] [u] [w] [e?] [e]
ua: wa 1a: 1@ w1 aa 8% a1 1du: 19y
ae ae 0 a 0 a ua ua ia a
[ €] [e] [07)] [0:] [27] [ [ua? ] [ua) [ia?] [i:a]

190 190 180- a2 @1 1la la w1 d
uea ues oe e am al al aon silences

[wa?] [wea] [¥?] %) [om ] [a)] [a)] [aw] vowel

Numerals (f2a2lng)

o © Im en @ @ b ¢ & & o

L4 d M M -~ % <,
Aug vl SAN SRl & ¥ Vif) W) wle tag S
sun neung song sam Si ha hok chet paet Kao sip

L 1 2 3 4 6 b ! g 4 10

Tone indication

Open syllables Closed syllables *
unmarked ! ¥ short vowel long vowel
marker  marker
Class1 mid low falling low low
Class 2 rising low falling low low
Class 3 mid falling high high falling

* Closed syllables are those ending with p, t or k

FPunctuation

A 1A beginning of 1AL 5
@ A g 9 C"U 1AYNT marks the end of a story
&aa gai a new paragraph khoh rouut

Tone markers

I R e
n Hian 'ow tone ﬂ bin falling tone
ma ehk mai toh
-2 e +  BRem
. gisone ij rising tone
n maal dires 9 ﬂ maal jat cita sing
waa

Sample text in Thai
ISIMAARIAMNALWAFSY ISTMAnUIInTmAaLaraBE T duaansas 151

nnaualslasunsUfuiTumafiurnu.



Transliteration

rao thuk khon koet ma yang itsara rao thuk khon mi khwamkhit lae
khwam khaochai pen khong rao eng rao thuk khon khwan dairap kan
patibat nai thang diaokan

Translation

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)



